
PREREQUISITE  REQUIREMENTS  FOR  NCARB  EXAMINATION 
AND  RECIPROCITY 

 
 MINIMUM YEARS SUMMARIZE ORAL EXAM 
SCENARIO REQUIRED LAW REQUIRED 
WITH NAAB (Accredited) DEGREE 
 
Education (NAAB accredited degree) 5 / 1
IDP Training 3 
 8 Yes No 
 
WITH NON-ACCREDITED DEGREE 
 
USA Architectural Degree ... or 
Foreign Degree with EESA / 3  Approved Equivalent 
Education  (non NAAB accredited architectural degree) 4 max. credit 
IDP Training 3 
Mentored Work Experience / 2  1 
  8 Yes Yes 
 
USA Degree in Related Field ... or 
Foreign Degree  without EESA / 3  Approved Equivalent 
Education  (related field or foreign degree) 3 max. credit 
IDP Training 3 
Mentored Work Experience / 2 2 
  8 Yes Yes 
 
Degree in Un-Related Field 
Education  (non architectural bachelor degree) 2 max. credit 
IDP Training 3 
Mentored Work Experience / 2  3 
  8 Yes Yes 
 
WITH NO DEGREE
IDP Training 3 
Mentored Work Experience / 2 or Education Credit / 5  5 
 8 Yes Yes 
 
BY RECIPROCITY General requirements: Seismic Exam 
  Current License in another jurisdiction 
WITH NCARB Certificate / 4  
With IDP Training, or ... exempt Yes No 
2 years of Licensure in another jurisdiction 2 Yes No 
 
WITHOUT NCARB Certificate / 4
Meet requirements of one of the above scenarios, or… varies Yes Yes 
Same as previous with 2 years Licensure in lieu of IDP varies Yes Yes 
 
Architect Practice Experience,  i.e. BEA / 6 8 Yes  Yes / 6

 
 
 
Footnotes: 
/ 1 5 years credit.  Actual time required may vary depending on degree program and student initiative and ability. 
/ 2 All but 1 year under the direct supervision of an Architect licensed in the NCARB jurisdiction. 
 ( e.g., U.S., Canada, Guam, Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands ) 
/ 3 EESA = Education Evaluation Services for Architects 
/ 4 National Council of Architectural Registration Boards 
/ 5 One year education (credit hours totaling one year of full time credit) in an architectural degree program is equivalent to 

one year of education credit, 3 years credit maximum.  One year education (credit hours totaling one year of full time 
credit) in a non-architectural degree program is equivalent to six months of education credit, 2 years credit maximum. 

/ 6 NCARB  “Broadly Experienced Architect”.  Oral Exam not required for applicants with BEA. 
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